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have been a brilliant one for the Carthaginians. But the
management of armies by politicians is as old as the world,
and fraught with failure. While the soldier must always he
the servant of the statesman, it behooves the statesman to
study well into the requirements of the military problem.
Spain was no doubt important; but it could not weigh in the
balance against the campaign in Italy. Success here secured
Spain ; success in Spain might not affect the general result.

Towards the end of the winter, Casilinum was beginning
to be much reduced by famine. Many men cast themselves
from the walls, and others courted death by exposing them-
selves on the walls to escape the pangs of hunger. M. Ju-
nius had been called to Eome. His magister equitum, Sem-
pronius, at Teanum, whom he had forbidden to engage in
battle with Hannibal, was afraid to bring the garrison relief.
But holding the upper river, he was able to send down by
night casks filled with provisions, which the garrison inter-
cepted. This continued until the Carthaginians discovered the
trick. Then he floated down the stream huge quantities of
nuts, which were caught by screens. At the other end of
the line Marcellus kept close in his camp commanding Nola,
its inhabitants fearing an attack by Capua, in case his army
should leave, nor took any steps to act in concert with the
army of the dictator. Under these circumstances, and being
reduced down to eating the leather thongs from off their
shields and equipments, mice and such roots as they could
dig, the garrison of Casilinum was obliged to treat with Han-
nibal, who finally saw fit to accept its capitulation at a ran-
som of seven ounces of gold per man, and allowed it to
depart to Cumas on payment of the sum. This brought to
an end a difficult operation and put into Hannibal's hands
a valuable town, for Casilinum, situated astride of the Vul-
turnus, controlled the most essential bridge of the vicinity,------------ andnot
that is, to the north bank, and, reinforcing Ids legions from the
